
2016
Bird Conservation

Poster Contest

Poster Contest Deadline is Saturday November 19, 2016
So get started today!

Understanding the Threats
Finding the Solutions

Open  to  students  In  K-8th  grade      Charlottesville, Albemarle & Nelson County

Prizes: Six Individuals will win a new pair of Binoculars
Six classrooms will win a Choice of a complete bird feeder setup including seed

Or an Educators Gift Certificate

Sponsored by the Monticello Bird Club &
The blue  Ridge Young Birders Club

More information and contest rules can be found at  
www.monticellobirdclub.org 

  www.blueridgeyoungbirders.org

http://www.monticellobirdclub.org
http://www.monticellobirdclub.org
http://www.blueridgeyoungbirders.org
http://www.blueridgeyoungbirders.org


2016 Bird Conservation Poster Contest
  Understanding the Threats: Finding the Solutions

Sponsored by the Monticello Bird Club  & 
The Blue Ridge Young Birders Club

Welcome to our second annual poster competition 
offering great prizes to winning classrooms and individual contestants!

Open to youth from Charlottesville, Albemarle and Nelson

Learn more about the many birds in your backyard and discover some of the key conservation issues that 
influence the survival of our feathered friends.

Our website provides background information about the key conservation threats facing birds.         

   *Habitat Loss*    *Climate Change*   *Invasive Species*  *Pesticide Use*

 *Pollution*   *Lead Poisoning*   *Window Strikes*  *Migration*   *Balloon Releases*

Create a poster that illustrates a key conservation threat to birds and suggests a solution to the issue.  

Win

Age Divisions  There are three age divisions in the competition: 
! !    K - 2nd grade, 3rd-5th grade, and 6 - 8th grade. 

Classrooms entering 5 or more individual posters are eligible to win a  Complete Bird Feeder Setup 
including seed.  Public, Private and Homeschool groups are eligible for the classroom prize. Two 
classroom prizes will be awarded to each age division.  Classrooms with multiple grade levels will 
compete in the age division of the oldest student.

*Special Note:  If a classroom winner is chosen that has won in a previous year, they will have the choice 
of receiving either the Complete Bird Feeder Setup  OR an Educator’s Gift Certificate of equal value.  
Details will be discussed with winning teacher if the situation occurs.

Individual contestants  A New Pair of Binoculars will be awarded to the top two winners in each age 
division.  All posters entered in a classroom competition will also be judged for individual prizes. 

Teach
We encourage teachers to check out our resources and educational videos on how to integrate birds and 
bird conservation into your curriculum while participating in this contest.  Birds are an intriguing way to 
capture your students’ attention and inspire them to learn about the natural world.

Complete Details available on our website:
www.monticellobirdclub.org 

http://www.monticellobirdclub.org
http://www.monticellobirdclub.org


 2016 Bird Conservation Poster Contest
Understanding the Threat:  Finding the Solutions

Rules of the Competition

Welcome to the 2016 Bird Conservation Poster Contest.  Last year’s competition was a huge success and we are 
excited to make this an annual competition to promote awareness of bird conservation. The poster contest is 
sponsored by Monticello Bird Club of Charlottesville and The Blue Ridge Young Birders Club. Once again the theme of 
this year’s contest is Understanding the Threats:  Finding Solutions.  

Participants will be asked to create a poster that will 1) educate the public about a specific threat to bird survival and 2) 
inform the public about a conservation solution to this problem.  

Examples of threats include climate change, habitat loss, impact of pesticide use, invasive species, etc  Further 
examples can be found on our website, including resources and teacher curriculum ideas for learning more about the 
issues. 

Rules 

Residency Requirements:  The contest is open to students -kindergarten through 8th grade- attending public, private 
or homeschool in the city Charlottesville and in Albemarle and Nelson Counties.   In addition, the contest is also open 
to all members of the Blue Ridge Young Birders Club regardless of residency.

Age Divisions:  There are three divisions for this contest:   Kindergarten through 2nd Grade; 3rd through 5th Grade; 
and 6th through 8th Grade.  Classrooms with multiple grade levels will compete in the age division of the oldest 
student.

Only one entry per student, and each entry must be the work of only one student. All artwork must be of the individual 
student's original creation. 

Dimensions:  Artwork must be 16 x 20 inches, in either horizontal or vertical dimension.  Do not mat or frame artwork.

Material:   Artwork should be created on durable material, not to exceed the thickness of poster board.  Posters should 
lie flat and be capable of being framed for display.  Do not fold poster if mailing entry in for contest.

All media are accepted. Note: Chalk, charcoal and pastel entries should be sealed with a fixative spray to prevent 
smearing. Do not laminate entries.

Anonymity:  The front of the poster must remain free of any information that may identify the artist, including initials..  
The back of the poster must be labeled with the entrant’s name, grade level, home phone number.  If part of a 
classroom entry also include:  school name and phone number, name of the teacher and email.

Agreements:   The winning posters will become the joint property of the Monticello Bird Club and The Blue Ridge 
Young Birders Club and may not be returned to the artist.

In submitting a poster, students and teachers agree that the poster may be displayed at various locations throughout 
the region, featured in publications, and included on the sponsors’ websites.

In consideration for the opportunity to enter the Bird Conservation Poster Contest, participants agree to allow the 
Monticello Bird Club and the Blue Ridge Young Birders Club to use their names and photographs for promotional and 
publicity purposes. 

Fee:  There is no entry fee to participateSubmission Deadline:  



Poster needs to be received no later than 5pm on Saturday, November 19th .  They may be either mailed to the 
address below, allowing for sufficient delivery time; OR dropped off at   Great Outdoor Provision Company
**Please Note this is a location change from last year’s drop off location.**

In order to ensure that all posters remain grouped with their class,  all posters from the same class must be 
submitted at the same time and contained in either a mailing tube, envelope or enclosed box.

Mail to:! ! ! !       Drop Off:! ! ! ! ! !   !   
Mary Mapel! ! ! !       Great Outdoor Provision Company !
Attn:  Poster Contest! ! !       Barracks Road Shopping Center!
PO Box 18  New Hope, VA 24469!       1125 Emmet St. N., 
540-363-5035! ! ! !       Charlottesville, VA 22903
! ! ! ! ! !      ! !
The Monticello Bird Club and the Blue Ridge Young Birders Club are not responsible for entries which arrive after the 
deadline, or are damaged, destroyed or lost during the judging process. Entries cannot be acknowledged or returned; 
they become property of the sponsoring bird clubs upon receipt. 

Entry Form:  An entry form must accompany all submissions.  Only one entry form required for a classroom of poster 
submissions.  Individual entries not part of a classroom  will require a submission form.  

Classroom Prizes:  
Winning Classrooms will receive a Complete Bird Feeder Station, including field guide and seed.   Prizes will be 
awarded to the first and second winning classrooms in each of three divisions: Division one:  K-2nd grade Division 
two: 3-5th grades, and Division three: 6th-8th grades.  Classrooms with multiple grade levels will compete in the age 
division of the oldest student.
Special Note:  In the event that a classroom winner is chosen that has won in a previous year, the teacher of that 
classroom will have the choice of receiving either the Complete Bird Feeder Setup  OR an Educator’s Gift Certificate 
of equal value.  Details will be discussed with winning teacher should the situation occur.

Any classroom submitting five or more individual posters will be eligible to win the classroom prize. Along with 
creativity and effectiveness of delivering appropriate conservation messages, judging  will take into account 
enthusiasm for the project as evidenced by number of individual students participating in the competition.  Judging will 
also take into account how the group of posters from the class reflect a diversity of issues, encouraging a variety of 
posters versus all posters displaying the same conservation issue.  

The teacher for each classroom submission will submit an entry form to accompany the collection of posters from their 
class.  All posters entered into a classroom competition must be submitted at the same time.   We can not track a 
classroom collection of posters handed in a different times.  

Individual Prizes:
A New pair of binoculars will be awarded  to 1st and 2nd place winners in each age division.

All posters entered in the the Classroom competition will automatically be entered into the competition for individual 
prizes.  In addition, any poster entered by a qualifying student that is not part of a classroom submission will also be 
considered for the Individual competition.

Judging will be based on creativity, effort and the poster’s ability to effectively communicate the theme of the contest.
!
Judges:  There will be a panel of judges chosen by the MBC and Blue Ridge Young Birders Club who will decide on 
the winning posters from each division.  All decisions made by the judges will be final.

Reception:    Prizes will be awarded at a public reception on Sunday, Dec. 4th  from 2-4pm at the Ivy Creek Natural 
Area to honor the classroom and individual winners in the competition.  



2016 Bird Conservation Poster Contest
Understanding the Threats:  Finding the Solutions

Individual Entry Form

Used by individuals entering the competition whose poster is not being submitted as part of a classroom competition.

Name of Child:! ! ! ! ! ! ! Grade:

Phone:! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Parent’s Email:

Address:

By submitting a poster to this competition the contestant and his/her parent or legal guardian accepts the rules and 
conditions of the competition as outlined below.

Agreements:   The winning posters will become the joint property of the Monticello Bird Club and The Blue Ridge 
Young Birders Club and may not be returned to the artist.

In submitting a poster, students and teachers agree that the poster may be displayed at various locations throughout 
the region, featured in publications, and included on the sponsor’s website.

In consideration for the opportunity to enter the Bird Conservation Poster Contest, participants agree to allow the 
Monticello Bird Club and the Blue Ridge Young Birders Club to use their names and photographs for promotional and 
publicity purposes. 

Parent’s signature:  !! ! ! ! ! ! ! Date: 

Mail to:! ! ! !       Drop Off:! ! ! ! ! !   !   
Mary Mapel! ! ! !       Great Outdoor Provision Company !
Attn:  Poster Contest! ! !       Barracks Road Shopping Center!
PO Box 18  New Hope, VA 24469!       1125 Emmet St. N., 
540-363-5035! ! ! !       Charlottesville, VA 22903

For Complete Rules Please visit:

http://www.monticellobirdclub.org     http://www.blueridgeyoungbirders.org 

http://www.monticellobirdclub.org
http://www.monticellobirdclub.org
http://www.blueridgeyoungbirders.org
http://www.blueridgeyoungbirders.org


2016 Bird Conservation Poster Contest
Understanding the Threats:  Finding the Solutions

Classroom Entry Form

A minimum of five posters must be submitted by members of the same class to be eligible to win the classroom prize.

Name of Teacher! ! ! ! ! ! ! Grade Level(s):

School:

Address:

Phone:! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Teacher’s Email:

Number of Posters submitted: ________

Names of Students whose posters are being submitted: 

Name of student Name of student Name of Student

By submitting a collection of posters the teacher accepts the terms of the competition as outlined below:

Agreements:   The winning posters will become the joint property of the Monticello Bird Club and The Blue Ridge 
Young Birders Club and may not be returned to the artist.

In submitting a poster, students and teachers agree that the poster may be displayed at various locations throughout 
the region, featured in publications, and included on the sponsor’s website.
In consideration for the opportunity to enter the Bird Conservation Poster Contest, participants agree to allow the 
Monticello Bird Club and the Blue Ridge Young Birders Club to use their names and photographs for promotional and 
publicity purposes. 

Signature of Teacher:  ______________________________________! Date: 

http://www.monticellobirdclub.org      http://www.blueridgeyoungbirders.org  
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